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Proxy Purchase Campaign
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Objective

To raise awareness that proxy purchasing is a criminal offence which carries a fine of up to
£5,000 or three months imprisonment - or both.
To contribute towards less crime and less antisoocal behaviour in the campaign area.

Description

The campaign was created by the Scottish Alcohol Industry Partnership in collaboration with
Police Scotland, North Lanarkshire Council and the Scottish Government. This coalition of
partners worked together to design and deploy a creative campaign to assist retailers
eliminate incidences of an adult knowingly purchasing alcohol for a minor to consume.
Campaign packs were developed containing promotional resources and marketing support to
explain the initiative and to create awareness in-store. Using an eye-catching 3D graphic
treatment on floor vinyls and washable street graffiti, the campaign message (and the penalty
for offending) is clear to a wide audience. Multiple media channels are used deliver the
message including social media and town-centre activities.

Packs are delivered by Trading, Police officers, and Licensing Standards teams, which facilitate
retailer buy-in, enabling them to ask questions and discuss any concerns they may have.
Retailers are engaged and integral to the delivery of the campaign.

Following the success of two pilot projects in 2015 and 2016 in relatively small areas the
campaign began to be rolled out in larger areas. In 2017, it was rolled out over in the North
Lanarkshire region of Scotland. In 2018, it ran in several local areas, typically led by Police
Scotland: parts of Glasgow, East Dunbartonshire, Fife, Aberdeen and Moray. In February 2018
SAIP, Police Scotland and North Lanarkshire Council held an event in Motherwell the aim of
which was to share the learning gained from delivering this campaign and its impact and to
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launch the “You're Asking For It” website as a tool to support other areas to roll out the
campaign. A key message to the conference participants was the success of the campaign
was very much based on partnership working.

In 2019, the campaign ran in several local areas:

® South Lanarkshire: Launched on 17th April; campaign materials were distributed to all off
sales, as well as leisure centres, libraries, schools and health centres. Licensing Officers also
visited all off sales in the campaign areas. Police Scotland promoted the campaign through
local social media, at all high schools in East Kilbride / Strathaven and with retailers as well
as at events in the campaign area. It was advertised on public transport, digital billboards,
pavement stencilling and local media. Police also patrolled ‘hot spot’ areas.
® Glasgow & Wider Area: This was Police Scotland led and covered Glasgow City, East
Renfrewshire and East Dunbartonshire. Campaign materials were displayed within retailers,
pop up banners and vinyl banners were used at community events/prominent locations etc.
The message was displayed across 33 buses for 6-8 weeks. Digital displays were also
purchased on the underground. The campaign messages were promoted through the local
media and information fed into schools.
® Inverclyde & Renfrewshire: Launched at the end of August 2019 during University Fresher’s
Week and continued until the end of the Festive Period in January 2020. The campaign
focussed on the following areas.
© Education of off sales, licensed premises and national retailers.
© Education of students in partnership with University of West Scotland, West College
Scotland.
© Education of local licensed premises through Renfrewshire and Inverclyde Licensing
Seminars.
© Targeted patrols of areas associated with anti-social behaviour in partnership with
Renfrewshire and Inverclyde Council.
© Education to school pupils and targeted activity for forthcoming school holidays.
© Youth diversionary activity with St Mirren and Morton Football Clubs.
© Campaign advertised within the Renfrewshire Safer Communities Partnership “Your Home
Your Street Our Community’ campaign launched in September 2019 in Paisley Town
Centre and at Braehead Shopping Centre.

Partners

The Scottish Alcohol Industry Partnership
North Lanarkshire Council
Police Scotland

Results
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In 2017, Campaign packs were delivered to 302 retail outlets and there were 32 detections of
proxy purchasing.

In 2018, the Motherwell event was attended by over 100 professionals from Police Scotland,
local authorities and the industry. During the 2018 school summer holiday period, Glasgow
South East reported 354 incidents involving youths and alcohol compared to 610 incidents
during the same period in 2017. Glasgow North reported 454 incidents involving youths and
alcohol compared to 474 incidents during the same period of 2017. Glasgow North West
reported 493 incidents involving youths and alcohol compared to 984 incidents during the
previous same period in 2017.

In 2019, in the Glasgow & Wider Area there was an overall 29.4% reduction in calls involving
youths and alcohol compared with 2018. Evaluation reports are awaited from South
Lanarkshire and Inverclyde & Renfrewshire.

Measurement & evaluation

Evaluation reports are available on the website www.youreaskingforit.com.
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